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  In 1940, Booker T. Washington became the first black American to be honored on a U.S. postage stamp issue. Since then, the Postal Service has issued Black History-related stamps to commemorate those who have contributed to America's history and who have made a difference through civil rights, sports, science, and music. 
  Black Americans have made important inventions and discoveries, created great works of art, and excelled in science, music, medicine and sports. They have played important roles in America's history. All Americans need to know about these important people. The accomplishments of these black heroes can help us all realize how these black Americans overcame obstacles in order to reach their goals.
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 #873
B.T. Washington
	Famous Americans Series: 

Booker T. Washington: Educator

Issue Date: April 7, 1940 - 14,125,580
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $3.25
Booker Taliaferro was born a mulatto slave in Hale's Ford, Virginia, reportedly on April 5, 1856.. His father was an unknown white man and his mother, the slave of James Burroughs, a small farmer in Virginia. Later, his mother married the slave, Washington Ferguson. When Booker entered school he took the name of his stepfather and became known as Booker T. Washington.  In 1872 he entered the Hampton Agricultural Institute. Washington became president of Tuskegee Institutes. Washington instituted a variety of programs for rural extension work, and helped to establish the National Negro Business League. Shortly after the election of President William McKinley in 1896, a movement was set in motion that Washington be named to a cabinet post, but he withdrew his name from consideration, preferring to work outside the political arena. He died on November 14, 1915.
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 #953

Dr. G. W. Carver
	1948 Commemoratives: 

George Washington Carver: Educator, Scientist
Issue Date: Jan. 5, 1948 - 121,548,000
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.30
George Washington Carver was born in 1864 near Diamond Grove, Missouri on the farm of Moses Carver. He was born into difficult and changing times near the end of the Civil War. He moved to Newton County Missouri, where he worked as a farm hand and studied in a one-room schoolhouse. At the age of thirty, Carver gained acceptance to Simpson College in Indianola, Iowa, where he was the first black student, he later transferred to Iowa Agricultural College (now Iowa State University) in 1891, where he gained a Bachelor of Science degree in 1894 and a Master of Science degree in bacterial botany and agriculture in 1897. Carver became a member of the faculty of the Iowa State College of Agriculture and Mechanics (the first black faculty member for Iowa College. He later moved to Tuskegee Institute for Negroes, and serve as the school's Director of Agriculture. Carver remained on the faculty until his death in 1943.

	[image: image5.jpg]



 #1074

B.T. Washington Centennial
	1948 Commemoratives: 
Booker T. Washington: Educator

Issue Date: April 5, 1956 – 121,184,600
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.30
Booker Taliaferro was born a mulatto slave in Hale's Ford, Virginia, reportedly on April 5, 1856.. His father was an unknown white man and his mother, the slave of James Burroughs, a small farmer in Virginia. Later, his mother married the slave, Washington Ferguson. When Booker entered school he took the name of his stepfather and became known as Booker T. Washington.  In 1872 he entered the Hampton Agricultural Institute. Washington became president of Tuskegee Institutes. Washington instituted a variety of programs for rural extension work, and helped to establish the National Negro Business League. Shortly after the election of President William McKinley in 1896, a movement was set in motion that Washington be named to a cabinet post, but he withdrew his name from consideration, preferring to work outside the political arena. He died on November 14, 1915.
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 #1233

Emancipation Proclamation 
	1963 Commemoratives: 

Emancipation Proclamation 

Issue Date: May 17, 1969 - 25,555,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.25
President Lincoln signed this document January 1, 1863, which was directed only to the states that seceded from the Union. Slave states that remained with the Union were not affected. It was the 13th Amendment to the Constitution that freed all slaves with this language:  Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.
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 #1290

Frederick Douglas 
	1965-78 Prominent American Series: 

Frederick Douglas: Anti-slavery activist, Orator
Issue Date: Feb. 14, 1967 - unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.10
The son of a slave woman and an unknown white man, "Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey" was born in February of 1818 on Maryland's eastern shore. On January 1, 1836, Douglass made a resolution that he would be free by the end of the year. But early in April he was jailed after his plan was discovered. He attended Abolitionists' meetings. He subscribed to William Lloyd Garrison's weekly journal, the Liberator. Douglass published his autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By Himself. The year was 1845. Frederick Douglass would continue his active involvement to better the lives of African Americans. He conferred with Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and recruited northern blacks for the Union Army. After the War he fought for the rights of women and African Americans alike. He died February 20, 1895.
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 #1372

W.C. Handy 
	1969 Commemoratives: 

W.C Handy: Composer, Musician
Issue Date: May 17, 1969 - 25,555,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.35
William Christopher Handy was born on November 16, 1873, in Florence, Alabama. As a young child, he displayed a keen interest in music. W.C. Handy has been called "the Father of the Blues" having single-handedly introduced a new style of music to the world.  He acknowledged that he did not invent the blues but merely transcribed them and presented them to a worldwide audience. There have been many honors bestowed upon Handy since his death.  In Memphis, a city park is named after him and in his hometown of Florence, Alabama, the log cabin where he was born has been restored and turned into a museum which houses mementos from his life. The city of Florence also holds an annual music festival in his honor. He died on March 28, 1958 of acute bronchial pneumonia at the age of 84.
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 #1486

H.O. Tanner 
	1973 American Arts Series: 

Henry Ossawa Tanner: Artist
Issue Date: Sept. 10, 1973 – 146,008,000
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.25
Henry O. Tanner was born June 21, 1859 in Pittsburgh, Penn. Growing up, Henry exhibited artistic talent. At age 21, he began formal training at the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. Tanner moved to Georgia, where he taught art at Atlanta University. Later, he studied art in Paris at the Academie Julien, where he painted one of his most famous paintings -- Daniel in the Lions' Den. Tanner traveled to the Holy Land, where he continued to paint biblical subjects. Back in the U.S., he held a series of one-man shows and continued to gain in fame for his art. Returning to Paris, he gained great fame as an artist until his death on May 25, 1937 in Paris.


	[image: image10.jpg]



 #1554

P. L. Dunbar 
	1975 Commemoratives: 

Paul Laurence Dunbar: Writer, Poet
Issue Date: May 1, 1975 – 146,365,000
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.40
Born in 1872 in Dayton, Ohio, he was the son of ex-slaves and classmate to Orville Wright of aviation fame. Paul Laurence Dunbar was the first African-American to gain national eminence as a poet. Although he lived to be only 33 years old, Dunbar was prolific, writing short stories, novels, librettos, plays, songs and essays as well as the poetry for which he became well known. He was popular with black and white readers of his day, and his works are celebrated today by scholars and school children alike. He ultimately produced 12 books of poetry, four books of short stories, a play and five novels. He died there on Feb. 9, 1906.
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 #1560

Salem Poor 
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1975 Commemoratives: 

Salem Poor: Military
Issue Date: May 25, 1975 – 157,865,000
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.35
Salem Poor was a free Negro, having been born free. He went off to war to fight for the Revolution. He enlisted under Captain Benjamin Ames in Colonel Fryes' regiment. He fought at Bunker Hill. Poor's valor and intrepidness at the Battle of Bunker Hill caused 14 officers, including Colonel William Prescott, to cite him with heroism and thus petition the General Court of Massachusetts. Records show that Poor served at Valley Forge and White Plains. What became of him is unknown. The conduct of most Negroes was little recorded, and their later lives were completely ignored. Any rewards Poor may have received went unrecorded.
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 #1744

Harriet Tubman 
	1978 Black Heritage Series: 

Harriet Tubman: Abolitionist
Issue Date: Feb. 1, 1978 – 156,555,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.55
Harriet Tubman, (Araminta Green Ross) was born a slave on a plantation in Maryland. Her father was Benjamin Ross and her mother's maiden name was Harriet Green. Harriet was 22 years old when she married John Tubman, a freed slave. In 1849 when Harriet was 29 years old, she heard rumors that she was about to be sold and using the Underground Railroad  for the first time, she fled  to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  In December of 1850, Harriet made her way to Baltimore, Maryland, from where she led her sister and two children to freedom. After her successful escape, Harriet Tubman resolved to return to Maryland to help the rest of her family make their way to freedom in Canada. Over the course of the next several years, she made 18 trips to the South and directed more than 300 slaves through the Underground Railroad. No slave was ever captured or killed on her watch. After the Civil War, Harriet settled in Auburn with her parents and began taking in orphans and the elderly, a practice that eventually led to the foundation of the Harriet Tubman Home for Indigent Aged Negroes. Harriet Tubman died on March 19, 1913 in Auburn, New York. Harriet Tubman is the first black woman honored on American postage.
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 #1771
Martin Luther King Jr.
	1979 Black Heritage Series: 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.: Minister, Nobel Prize winner
Issue Date: Jan. 13, 1979 – 166,435,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.60
Born in Atlanta on Jan. 15, 1929, King became a minister like his father before him. He served as pastor of a Montgomery, Ala., where he organize a boycott of the city's segregated bus system. In 1957, King helped create the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and in the 1960s became a key figure in the American civil rights movement. His efforts led to him being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. On August 28, 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered his "I Have a Dream" speech to some 250,000 supporters in Washington, D.C. He eloquently described his faith in equality, justice, and freedom for all. King was assassinated in Memphis in 1968. 
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 #1804

Benjamin Banneker
	1980 Black Heritage Series: 

Benjamin Banneker: Astronomer
Issue Date: Feb. 15, 1980 – 160,000,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.70
Benjamin Banneker, nicknamed the Black Man of Science, is and was one of the most famous of the African American scientists. In 1791, Banneker was a technical assistant in the calculating and first-ever surveying of the Federal District, which is now Washington, D.C. At age 58, Banneker began the study of astronomy and was soon predicting future solar and lunar eclipses. He compiled the ephemeris, or information table, for annual almanacs that were published for the years 1792 through 1797. "Benjamin Banneker's Almanac" was a top seller from Pennsylvania to Virginia and even into Kentucky.  He was born on November 9, 1731, outside of Baltimore. Benjamin Banneker died on Sunday, October 9, 1806 at the age of 74.
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 #1860
Ralph Bunche
	1980-85 Great Americans Series: 

Dr. Ralph Bunche: Under-Secretary-General UN, Nobel Prize
Issue Date: Jan. 12, 1982 - unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.80
From 1946 until his death in 1971, Mr. Bunche served the cause of peace as an international civil servant.  He had helped create the United Nations at San Francisco in 1945 and had a central role in the adoption of three forward-looking chapters of the United Nations Charter that dealt with post-war colonialism.  For two decades, as Under-Secretary-General, he played a leading role in the conception and conduct of the United Nations peacekeeping function. Mr. Bunche was also an early student of Africa and the problems of race.  His prize-winning dissertation on colonialism in Africa earned him a Ph.D. in government and international relations at Harvard University.  He was a lifelong activist on race and civil rights issues.  In 1936, he was a founder of the National Negro Congress.  He was with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other black leaders in the march on Washington, as well as in Dr. King’s march from Selma to Montgomery.
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 #1865

Charles Drew
	1980-85 Great Americans Series: 

Charles Drew MD: Medical Doctor
Issue Date: June 12, 1981 - unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.30
Charles Drew was a medical doctor and surgeon remembered as the inventor of the blood bank. He also established, and was the first director of, the blood bank of the American Red Cross. Although of African-American heritage in an age of rampant racial discrimination, Drew managed to achieve an extremely high level of education (BA from Amherst in 1926, MD and Master of Surgery from McGill University in Montreal 1933, and a Doctor of Science in Medicine from Columbia University in 1940) and to become a well-respected surgeon and professor. Dr. Drew died on April 1, 1950, after a car accident in in rural North Carolina.
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 #1875

Whitney M. Yung
	1981 Black Heritage Series: 

Whitney Moore Young, Jr.: Social worker, Civil rights leader
Issue Date: Jan. 30 1981 – 159,505,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.50
Whitney was a prominent civil rights leader. At his untimely death, he was the Executive Director of the National Urban League (1961-1971). Born in Lincoln Ridge, Kentucky he graduated from Kentucky State College and later received his Master's Degree in social work from the University of Minnesota. He worked with the Urban League in Omaha, Nebraska before being asked to serve as Dean of the Atlanta University of Social Work, where he stayed seven years. He was consulted by the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon Administrations on civil rights issues. In August 1963 he was involved in the organizations of the "March on Washington". Young was awarded the highest civilian honor in 1969, the Medal of Freedom.

	[image: image18.jpg]



 #2016

Jackie Robinson
	1982 Sports Series: 

Jackie Robinson: Baseball Player
Issue Date: Aug. 2 1982 – 164,235,000

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $2.00
Robinson was born on Jan. 31, 1919 in Cairo, Georgia. When he was young, his family moved to California. At UCLA, Robinson became a multi-sport athlete -- averaging over eleven yards per carry in football, leading the conference in scoring in basketball for two years, winning the NCAA long jump title in track, and becoming a champion swimmer. After spending a year playing minor league baseball in Canada, Robinson made history when he broke professional baseball's color barrier by playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers in 1947. Not only did Robinson excel at the game, but was masterful at controlling his emotions in the face of opposition to his playing. But breaking the color barrier was only one of many "firsts" for Robinson. He was also the first black to win the MVP award, the first black elected to the Hall of Fame (1962), and the first professional baseball player ever to appear on an American postage stamp. Upon retiring from baseball, Robinson starred in a movie about his life, wrote several autobiographical works, and had a weekly newspaper column and radio show. In 1972, the Dodgers retired Jackie Robinson's number. That same year, he died in Stamford, Conn. on Oct. 24.


	[image: image19.jpg]



 #2044

Scott Joplin
	1983 Black Heritage Series: 

Scott Joplin: Ragtime Composer
Issue Date: June 9 1983 – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.70
He was born in November of 1868, but the place of his birth in east Texas is a matter of some debate. However, regarding his ingenious piano works in the style known as Ragtime, it is undisputed that Scott Joplin created a place for himself among the great composers of piano music in Western culture. Joplin's syncopated musical style found expression in the popular idiom of piano Ragtime, a style that flourished along the Mississippi river in the closing decade of the Nineteenth Century and which endured as a prominent piano style until the end of World War I. He died April 1, 1917 from syphilis.
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 #2073

Carter Woodson
	1984 Black Heritage Series: 

Carter Goodwin Woodson: Author, Historian
Issue Date: Feb 1, 1984 – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.60
Carter (1875-1950) was born December 19, 1875, at New Canton in Buckingham County, Virginia to parents who had been slaves. Neither his Mother nor Father could read or write. Mr. Woodson had to work to earn money for the family and did not start school until later than most children. He went on to become the first son of former slaves to earn a Ph.D. degree from Harvard University. But, his motto was it is "never to late to learn." He became a high school teacher; and was sad to discover that none of the schools taught the history of Black Americans. He started the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History to study the important things Black people had accomplished and on February 19, 1926 Woodson founded Negro History Week. It officially became Black History Month in 1976. 
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 #2137

Mary Bethune
	1985 Black Heritage Series: 

Mary McLeod Bethune: Educator, Activist
Issue Date: March 5,1985 – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.95
Born Mary Jane McLeod, she was the 15th of 17 children and the first child not born into slavery for her parents, Samuel and Patsy McLeod. From the age of seven, the young Mary was educated in a Christian mission school. Later, she attended Scotia Seminary, a college for African American women, and what is now the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, Illinois. She served in turn, as president of the Florida Federation of Colored Women, president of the National Association of Colored Women, founder of the National Council of Negro Women, vice-president of the NAACP, and as a member of President Truman’s Committee of Twelve for National Defense.Mary McLeod Bethune became the first black woman to serve as head of a federal agency when she was appointed director of the Division of Negro Affairs in 1936. Bethune died in 1955 at the age 79.
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 #2203

Sojourner Truth
	1986 Black Heritage Series: 

Sojourner Truth: Abolitionist, Orator
Issue Date: February 4, 1986 – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.90
Isabella Baumfree was born in Ulster County, New York in the year 1797. She was born a slave and emancipated on July 4, 1828 when the state of New York banned slavery. Her owner, John Dumont refused to free her when the law was passed so Truth and her infant daughter ran away and were taken in by the Van Wagener family. After winning her freedom, Sojourner became an evangelist and adopted the name she is known by. She became a traveling preacher in 1843 and spoke out against slavery and for women's suffrage. Sojourner was appointed counselor to the  Freedmen's Bureau by Abraham Lincoln. Sojourner Truth died in Battle Creek, Michigan on November 26, 1883.
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 #2211

Duke Ellington
	1986 Performing Arts: 

Duke Ellington: Jazz Musician
Issue Date: April 29, 1986 – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.80
Edward Kennedy Ellington, born April 29, 1899, in Washington D.C., was known to his childhood friends as "the Duke." He began studying piano at the age of seven, and by the time he had reached his teens, was greatly influenced by ragtime pianists. A profound influence on American jazz music, Duke Ellington’s career as a pianist, bandleader, and composer spanned more than fifty years. Though he took piano lessons as a child, Ellington’s original career choice was commercial art. Ellington’s hits included “Satin Doll”, “Mood Indigo,” “The Mooche,” and many others. The music was groundbreaking, with harmonies and intervals never used before in popular music. Duke Ellington continued performing until his death May 24, 1974.
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 #2223

Matthew Henson
	1986 Polar Explores: 

Matthew Henson: Polar Explorer
Issue Date: April 29, 1986 – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.65
Matthew Henson was born on Aug. 8, 1866 in Charles County, Maryland. He was an African American explorer and member of the 1909 expedition with American explorer Robert Peary that is credited with discovering the North Pole. On April 6, 1909, an expedition made up of Peary, Henson, and four Inuit claimed to be the first to reach the North Pole. Henson, who usually broke trail while pulling a sled, may have reached the Pole 45 minutes before Peary, although discovery of the North Pole is usually credited to Peary. In recent years, however, most scholars have concluded that the point the expedition reached was actually at least a few miles from the North Pole. In 1944 Henson received a joint medal from the Congress of the United States, honoring the Peary expedition to the North Pole. He was also honored by President Truman in 1950 and admitted to the Explorer's Club, but he passed away in relative obscurity. In 1988 he was reburied in Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia with full honors.
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 #2249

J.B. DuSable
	1987 Black Heritage Series: 

J.B. Pointe DuSable: General Store Owner, Founder of Chicago
Issue Date: Feb. 20, 1987  – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.70

Jean Baptiste Pointe DuSable was born in St. Marc, Haiti around 1745. He was the son of a French Sea Captain and a slave mother. He was educated in France and later worked on one of his father's ships as a seaman. DuSable was very well educated and spoke French, Spanish and English fluently. He collected fine art and owned several European rare art pieces. DuSable was injured on one of his voyages and he put ashore in New Orleans to heal. After his recovery, he made his way up the Mississippi River to Illinois where he settled in Peoria. He eventually owned over 800 acres in the area. He established a trading post which became the main point of supply for traders and trappers heading west. DuSable's trading post did very well and he became quite wealthy. A granddaughter was born in 1796 becoming the first child born in Chicago. In 1800 Du Sable sold his entire holdings and moved to Missouri. He died on August 29, 1818 in St. Charles, Missouri.
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 #2371

James W. Johnson
	1988 Black Heritage Series: 

James Weldon Johnson: Professor, Writer, Musician, Diplomat Issue Date: Feb. 2, 1988  – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.70

James Weldon Johnson was born in Jacksonville, Florida on June 17, 1871. Johnson attended high school and Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia. After graduation he returned to Jacksonville and established a high school for Blacks. He served as the principal of the school and studied law in his spare time. He became the first Black to be admitted to the Florida Bar in 1897. Johnson wrote songs with his brother including Lift every Voice and Sing which later became the Black national anthem. He moved to New York in 1901 to continue his studies. He is best remembered for his novel, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored man, which he wrote in 1912. He was the secretary of the NAACP from 1916 to 1930 and from 1925 he was a professor of creative literature at Fisk University and a visiting professor at New York University. James Weldon Johnson was killed in an automobile crash on June 26, 1938 near Wiscasset, Maine. 
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 #2402

A. Phillip Randolph
	1989 Black Heritage Series: 

A. Philli Randolph: Labor Leader and AFL-CIO Vice President 
Date: Feb. 3, 1989  – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.00

He was born on April 15, 1889 in Crescent City, Florida. In 1891, the Randolph family moved to Jacksonville. Randolph attended high school at the Cookman Institute where he graduated at the top of his class. Randolph moved to Harlem, New York in 1911 where he attended classes at City College and joined the Socialist Party. Randolph began lecturing throughout the country and urged Blacks to join unions. He organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1925, (Today - the Brotherhood of Railway and Airline Clerks). In 1941, Randolph convinced President Roosevelt to establish the Fair Employment Practice Committee, which led the way in obtaining equal opportunities for minority employment in government and in the defense industry. When the AF of L and the CIO merged in 1955, Randolph was appointed to the executive council and became Vice President in 1957. He founded the Negro-American Labor Council in 1960 and served as it's president until 1966. Randolph was appointed the honorary chairman of the White House Conference on Civil Rights in 1966. A. Phillip Randolph died in New York, New York on May 16, 1979.
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 #2442
Ida B. Wells
	1990 Black Heritage Series: 

Ida B. Wells: Women's Rights Advocate, Journalist, Educator
Date: Feb. 1, 1990  – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.50

Ida Bell Wells was born a slave on July 16, 1862 in Holly Springs, Mississippi. She was 6 years old when the 13th Amendment was passed making her a free citizen. She was a strong adherent of both civil and women's rights. Ida was not at all bashful about making her views known and took an active stand on rights issues. In 1884 while traveling on a train, she sat in a whites only seat and was forcefully removed from the train. Ida sued the Chesapeake, Ohio & South Western Railroad Company. Her suit was initially successful but was later overturned by the Tennessee Supreme court. As a result of her suit, Ida was dismissed from her job as a schoolteacher by the Memphis School Board. She helped to found The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People in 1909 and served as the secretary of The National Afro-American Council in 1910. Ida's unflagging efforts on behalf of civil rights were the cornerstone in the fight against Jim Crow laws and were at the heart of the Civil Rights movement of the 50s and 60s. Ida B. Wells died of Uremia on March 25, 1931 in Chicago, Illinois.
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 #2496

Jesse Owens
	1990 Olimpian Commemoratives: 

Jesse Owens: Olympian
Date: July 6, 1990  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.50
Jesse Owens inspired the world when he captured four Olympic gold medals and shattered the Nazi creed of Aryan supremacy. Ray Ewry overcame crippling childhood polio, winning a record ten gold medals. Eddie Eagan became a model for all born into poverty; first working his way through law school then earning gold medals in the Summer and Winter Games. 
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 #2567

Jan Matzeliger
	1991 Black Heritage Series: 

Jan Matzeliger: Inventor
Date: Sept. 15, 1991  – unknown amount issued

2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.85

Jan Matzeliger was born in Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana on September 15, 1852.  In 1873 at 18 years of age, he emigrated to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. During that era, although there were machines that could cut, sew and tack shoes, no machine had ever been invented that could stitch the leather (upper) of a shoe to the sole and this operation had to be performed by hand. In 1880 he produced and acquired a patent on his first Lasting Machine made with cigar boxes, wood and wire. He perfected and patented his machine in 1883 receiving patent number 274,207. During the time that Jan was working on and improving his machine, he spent virtually every penny he had on perfecting it. He ate sparingly and got very little sleep. Jan Matzeliger died on August 24, 1887 at the age of 37. He succumbed to Tuberculosis, his health irreversibly damaged by his poor eating habits, long hours and lack of sleep. 
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 #2617
W.E.B Dubios
	1992 Commemorative: 

William Edward DuBious: Co-Founder NAACP, Editor, Scholar
Date: Jan. 31, 1992  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $0.95
William Edward Burghardt (W.E.B.) DuBois was born in Great Barrington, Massachusetts on February 23, 1868. He is considered by most historians to be one of the most influential African Americans that ever lived and one of the greatest intellectuals of any race. . He received his doctorate from Harvard University in 1895.  His thesis, The Suppression of the African Slave Trade to the United States 1638-1870, became the first volume in the Harvard Historical Studies. Dubois taught at Wilberforce College in Ohio from 1895 to 1896. On February 12, 1909 Dubois and a group of black and white intellectuals met in New York, New York and founded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peoples, (NAACP). Dubois became the editor of the NAACP's magazine. Dubois became the chairman of The Peace Information Center in 1950, an organization dedicated to the banning of nuclear weapons. Dubois renounced his U.S. citizenship in 1963 and became a citizen of Ghana. He died a few months later on August 27, 1963 in Accra.
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 #2726, # 2733
Clyde McPhatter
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#2728, #2735

Oatis Redding
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#2730, # 2737
Dinah Washington


	1993 Ledgends of American Music: 

Rock and Rhythm & Blues Music 

Date: Jan. 31, 1992  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.75 ea.
The US issued a set of stamps in 1993 commemorating some early Rock ’n’ Roll stars who greatly helped the advancement of this new and exciting genre of music. The real founding fathers of the burgeoning Rock ’n’ Roll scene.
Clyde McPhatter: North Carolina born Clyde McPhatter can genuinely be regarded as one of the earliest Rock ’n’ Roll pioneers. He joined Billy Ward and The Dominoes and helped them to release Sixty Minute Man in 1951, one of the first Rock ’n’ Roll singles he and left to form The Drifters, who went on to score huge hits
Otis Redding: The voice of Southern Soul, Otis Redding was born in Macon, Georgia in 1941 and enjoyed a sadly short career due to a tragic plane crash which ended his life at just 26. Having recorded on the renowned Tennessee-based soul label Stax, Redding released consisting of his best work. The singer is beautifully captured on the 29c. stamp (SG 2828) dressed in a sharp suit, singing during one of his legendary live shows.
Dinah Washington: Known as the ‘Queen of the Blues’, released a string of hits on the R & B charts followed throughout the 1950s. She truly became a household name in 1959 when What a Diff’rence a Day Makes earned her a Grammy Award for Best R & B Performance. Washington led a colourful albeit short life, she died following an overdose at the age of 39 in 1963
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 #2746
Percy L. Julian
	1993 Black Heritage Series: 

Percy Lavon Julian: Scientist, Chemist
Date: Jan. 29, 1993  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.30
Percy Lavon Julian was born in Montgomery, Alabama on April 11, 1899.  Percy graduated from State Normal School for Negroes in 1916 at the top of his class and enrolled at DePauw University in Indiana. Percy received an Austin Fellowship in 1922 and began his studies under E.P. Kohler at Harvard University.  He received his Master's Degree in 1923 as an organic chemist and accepted a position at West Virginia State College for Negroes.  In 1927 he became the head of the chemistry department at Howard University. Percy attended the University of Vienna in Austria in 1929 under a Rockefeller fellowship. In Vienna he studied under the world renowned scientist, Ernst Spath. While attending the University, he aided Spath in his search for a method of synthesizing hormones and vitamins. This study so interested Percy that it became his life's work. He received his doctorate in 1931. In 1954 Percy established Julian Laboratories in Oak Park. The plant produced his synthetic cortisone. He sold the Oak Park plant in 1961 for 2.4 million dollars and founded the Julian Research Institute in 1964. Percy Lavon Julian died of liver cancer on April 19, 1975 in Chicago, Illinois.
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 #2766

Joe Louis
	1993 Commemorative: 

Joe Louis: Boxer
Date: Jan. 29, 1993  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.50

World heavyweight champion from June 22, 1937 to Mar. 1, 1949; his reign of 11 years, 8 months longest in division history; successfully defended title 25 times; retired in 1949, but returned to lose title shot against successor Ezzard Charles in 1950 and then to Rocky Marciano in '51; pro record of 63-3 with 49 KOs. He Died Apr. 12, 1981.
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 #2768

Porgy & Bess
	1993 Broadway Musicals: 

Porgy and Bess (1935)
Date: July 14, 1993  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $3.00

In 1935, New York's famed Broadway theater district witnessed one of the most memorable events in its history, the premier of the opera Porgy and Bess. A fitting tribute to the "Great White Way," Porgy and Bess is best remembered for its brilliant musical score created by talented songwriters George and Ira Gershwin. Today, because of its timeless theme, Porgy and Bess continues to be performed entertaining theater goers throughout the world.
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 #2851
Ethel Walters
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 #2852
Nat “King” Cole


	1994 Commemoratives: 

Popular Singers
Date: Sep. 1, 1994  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.60 ea.
Ethel Howard Waters: Ethel was without doubt, the finest female jazz singer of all time and her rise to stardom was quite rapid. She had a full-bodied voice that ranged from a low E to a high F, (over two octaves). From 1955 to 1961, Ethel worked mostly in television and during the sixties and seventies she traveled with Billy Graham on many of his crusades. Ethel Waters died in Chatsworth, California on September 1, 1977.
Nathaniel Adams Coles: Nathaniel Adams Coles was born in Montgomery, Alabama on March 17, 1919. Nat first became recognized as an exceptional jazz pianist, but it was his relaxed and sultry style of singing that brought him his immense popularity. Cole's Group was popular with both white and black audiences. Nat King Cole died of lung cancer at the peak of his career in Santa Monica, California on February 15, 1965. His music enjoyed a revival in the early 1990s, when his daughter Natalie Cole released an album with her voice dubbed on top of her father's recordings.
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#2854

Bessie Smith
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#2855

Muddy Waters
	1994 Commemoratives: 

Blues & Jazz Singers 
Date: Sep. 17, 1994  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.30
Bessie Smith: Bessie Smith was born in Chattanooga, Tennessee in 1894. By the time Bessie was 27 she was already an established star. She began auditioning for record companies in 1921 and was told that her voice was too rough to record. However, in 1923, Columbia Records signed her to a contract. Bessie began drinking heavily in her late teens and her alcoholism continued to worsen over time. Her career began to falter in the 1930s due to her drinking and poor management of her affairs. Bessie was driving through Clarksdale Mississippi with her friend Richard Morgan on September 27, 1937 when she was involved in a fatal automobile accident. Her arm was completely severed and Bessie bled to death. Bessie Smith, The Empress of Blues, was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1989.
McKinley "Muddy Waters" Morganfield: McKinley Morganfield, aka Muddy Waters - The King of the Blues, was born on April 4, 1915 in Rolling Fork, Mississippi. There are two different versions of how he got the name Muddy Waters. Some say that he got the name from playing in a muddy creek on the plantation where he lived, others say that he got the name from his early years when he caught and sold fish for a living. However, he came by that moniker, it is the name he will be forever known as. (Muddy preferred to call himself "Gut Singer.") Popular with black audiences for years Muddy Waters' music eventually crossed racial lines. He died on April 30, 1983. 
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#2856
Billie Holiday
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#2857
Robert Johnson
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#2858

Jimmy Rushing
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#2859

Ma Rainey


	1994 Blues & Jazz Singers cont.: 
Billie Holiday: Eleanora Fagan was born in Baltimore, Maryland on April 7 1915. here is evidence of early mental and physical abuse and at the age of 10 she was raped. These traumatic early years contributed heavily to the low self-esteem that Billie experienced throughout the remainder of her life.  Her first big break came in 1933 She began working with Benny Goodman and recorded her first song. Billie starred  at the Apollo in 1935 and also appeared in a film with Duke Ellington. Frank Sinatra paid tribute to Billie in 1958 stating that, "Billie Holiday was the greatest single musical influence on me and the most important influence on American popular singing in the last 20 years. Billie died on July 17, 1959 of heart and liver disease caused by her drug and alcohol addiction. 

Robert Johnson: Robert Leroy Johnson influenced the Blues more than any other Musician in history. He was born in Hazelhurst, Mississippi on May 8, 1911. Little is known of his early life and no photos of Robert existed or were known until 1980. Legends and local Mississippi Delta stories proliferate about Robert Johnson. One local legend tells of Robert selling his soul to the Devil in exchange for his guitar expertise. His recording, Crossroads lends some credence to the legend. Robert starting playing the guitar while a teenager and learned Delta Blues guitar playing from such legends as Charley Patton and Son House. Robert died mysteriously on August 16, 1938 in Greenwood, Mississippi. The most popular story has it that he was poisoned by the jealous husband of a woman he was stepping out with. Another story says that Robert was cursed by Black Magic and spent his last hours barking like a dog. 
Jimmy Rushing: Jimmy Rushing was born on August 26, 1903 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. He was born into a musical family and learned to play the violin and the piano while still very young. Jimmy quit school  in 1925 and headed for California where he played at house parties and nightclubs. After the Count Basie band broke up, Jimmy retired for a short time then formed his own group. He cut records for Vanguard in the mid fifties and also cut several records for Columbia with Coleman Hawkins, Dave Brubeck and Benny Goodman. Jimmy was almost as wide as he was tall and he was known affectionately as "Mr. Five-by-Five." He was a dedicated performer who believed that blues came only from having experienced poverty, and sorrow firsthand. He once stated that, "Rich people don't know nothing about the blues, please believe me. The Blues come right back to a person's feelings, to his daily activities in life." Jimmy Rushing died of cancer on June 8, 1972.

Gertrude "Ma" Rainey: Gertrude Pridgett was born in Columbus Georgia on April 26, 1886. Both of her parents were former minstrel show performers and Gertrude began performing while still quite young. Around 1900, when she was 14 years old, she began performing with the Black vaudeville troupes that traveled throughout the south. Ma Rainey performed with such Bluesmen and Jazz Luminaries as Tampa Red, Blind Blake, Louis Armstrong, Kid Ory, and Fletcher Henderson. Ma Rainey reached the height of her popularity in the mid to late 1920s, but her career faltered during the 1930s as the blues became less popular with black audiences.  She returned to Columbus, Georgia in 1935 and retired from her singing career. Mar Rainey died of a heart attack on December 22, 1939. She was inducted into the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame in 1983 and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1990.
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#2861

Howlin Wolf


	1994 Blues & Jazz Singers cont.: 
Chester Arthur "Howlin Wolf" Burnett: Chester Arthur Burnett was born on a plantation near West Point, Mississippi on June 10, 1910. His family moved to another plantation near Ruleville, Mississippi in 1923. Chester was exposed to music from the nearby churches in early childhood but did not take up the guitar until he was 18 years old. He was introduced to Charlie Patton, a local Bluesman, about this time, who taught Chester the Delta Blues style of guitar. Chester was drafted during World War II by the U.S. Army and after he returned from the war he settled in West Memphis, Arkansas. He worked there as a DJ on a local radio station, KWEM and also started his own band. Chester first began calling himself Howling Wolf while working for KWEM. Howling Wolf was first recorded by Sam Phillips in 1950, (later the owner of Sun Records). Howling Wolf's style was a mixture of gravelly voice, high pitched howls, furious harmonica, and body gyrations. He weighed over 300 pounds and stood six and a half feet tall. His stage presence was both commanding and riveting. Howling  had suffered severe kidney damage during the car accident and on January 10, 1976, he finally succumbed to his chronic kidney problems and passed away in Hines, Illinois. Howling Wolf was inducted into the Blues Foundation Hall of Fame in 1980 and the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 1991.
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#2869g
Bill Pickett


	1994 Commemoratives: 

Legends if the West

Date: Oct. 18, 1994  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.65

Bill Pickett: Bill Pickett was born on December 5, 1870 in Williamson County, 
Texas. He was one of 13 children and his parents were former slaves. Bill is credited with inventing the Rodeo event known as Bulldogging. He said that he learned the method by watching the ranch dogs subdue cattle by biting them on the lip. "Bulldogging" became one of the five standard rodeo events, but later the rules were changed to eliminate the lip biting and the event was renamed "Steer Wrestling." In 1907 he went to work for the 101 Ranch and Wild West Show where he quickly became the star performer.  He performed in rodeos and shows around the world and was the first Black Cowboy movie star. Bill retired from the rodeo circuit in 1916 and bought his own ranch. While helping out his old boss on the 101 Ranch in 1932, Bill was kicked in the head by a wild stallion and died 11 days later on April 2, 1932. Bill was honored in 1971 by becoming the first Black Cowboy to be inducted into the National Cowboy and Rodeo Hall of Fame. Bill Pickett is considered to be one of the greatest Rodeo Riders and Cowboys that ever lived.
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#2870 (pane)

Bill Pickett
	The U.S. Post Office did not do it's homework when producing the original Legends of the West Sheet of 20 stamps. They copied the wrong photograph and instead of Bill Pickett the stamp depicted his brother Ben Pickett, (stamp on the left). The stamps were recalled but some had already been sold and were worth several thousand dollars. The Post Office then issued 150,000 of the error sheets to recipients selected by lottery thus lowering the value. However, the error sheets still bring about $475 to $500 on the market today and you can buy the full pane of 20 stamps on a First Day cover for about $30 to $45.
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#2869q
Jim Beckworth
	1994 Commemoratives: 

Legends if the West

Date: Oct. 18, 1994  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.65
Jim Beckworth: James Pierson Beckwourth  was born in Fredricksburg Virginia on April 6, 1798 to Sir Jennings Beckwith and a slave mother. Jim married several Absaroke women, (according to some accounts, at least  ten), but never stayed with any of them for more than a few weeks. In 1837 Jim recruited some of his fellow mountain men in the Seminole War at the Battle of Okeechobee in Florida. In 1851 while working for General Fremont, Jim discovered a pass through the Northern Sierra Mountains that bears his name today. There is also a mountain, valley and town in California that bear his name. Jim died in 1866 and according to the legend, the Absaroke  fed him poisoned food after he refused to return as their chief.
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#2956

Bessie Coleman
	1995 Commemoratives: 

Bessie Coleman: World's first African-American woman pilot
Date: April 27, 1995  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.10

Bessie Coleman was born in Texas in 1892. During World War I, she read about the air war in Europe. She became interested in flying and became convinced she should be up there, not just reading about it. She started looking for a flying school but what she didn't realize was that she had two strikes against her: She was a woman and she was black. As she gained increasing fame as a barnstorming air circus performer in a war-surplus Jenny Trainer, she became known as "Queen Bessie." On April 30, 1926, while practicing for a show in Orlando, Florida, she was thrown from the plane and fell to her death. 
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#2975h

Frederick Douglass
	1995 Commemoratives: Civil War Issue
Frederick Douglas: Anti-slavery activist, Orator
Date: June 29, 1995  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.95
The son of a slave woman and an unknown white man, "Frederick Augustus Washington Bailey" was born in February of 1818 on Maryland's eastern shore. On January 1, 1836, Douglass made a resolution that he would be free by the end of the year. But early in April he was jailed after his plan was discovered. He attended Abolitionists' meetings. He subscribed to William Lloyd Garrison's weekly journal, the Liberator. Douglass published his autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written By Himself. The year was 1845. Frederick Douglass would continue his active involvement to better the lives of African Americans. He conferred with Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War and recruited northern blacks for the Union Army. After the War he fought for the rights of women and African Americans alike. He died February 20, 1895.
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#2975k

Harriet Tubman
	1995 Commemoratives: Civil War Issue
Harriet Tubman Abolitionist, Freedom Fighter 
Date: June 29, 1995  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.95

Harriet Tubman, (Araminta Green Ross) was born a slave on a plantation in Maryland. Her father was Benjamin Ross and her mother's maiden name was Harriet Green. Harriet was 22 years old when she married John Tubman, a freed slave. In 1849 when Harriet was 29 years old, she heard rumors that she was about to be sold and using the Underground Railroad  for the first time, she fled  to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  In December of 1850, Harriet made her way to Baltimore, Maryland, from where she led her sister and two children to freedom. After her successful escape, Harriet Tubman resolved to return to Maryland to help the rest of her family make their way to freedom in Canada. Over the course of the next several years, she made 18 trips to the South and directed more than 300 slaves through the Underground Railroad. No slave was ever captured or killed on her watch. After the Civil War, Harriet settled in Auburn with her parents and began taking in orphans and the elderly, a practice that eventually led to the foundation of the Harriet Tubman Home for Indigent Aged Negroes. Harriet Tubman died on March 19, 1913 in Auburn, New York. Harriet Tubman is the first black woman honored on American postage.
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#2982 (name in white) 
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#2984 (name in black) 

Louis Armstrong
	1995 Commemoratives: 

Jazz Musicians 

Date: Sep. 1, 16, 1995  – unknown amount issued
2006 Mint Catalogue Value: $1.30

Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on August 4, 1901. He grew up in abject poverty and worked odd jobs as a child. He was sent to the Colored Waif's Home as a juvenile delinquent in 1913 where he learned to play the cornet as part of the home's band. Louis learned and improved on his style by listening to the early jazz artists of the time. Louis' extraordinary range on the trumpet and his talent for structuring bravura solos with high-note climaxes enthralled audiences the world over. He produced such masterpieces as Body and Soul and Stardust during this period. He added Scat Singing to his repertoire in 1927. In 1947, Louis stared in the dramatic film, New Orleans. Following this film, Louis formed the Dixieland All-Stars and began almost non-stop tours. During this period, Louis recorded the hits, Mack the Knife and Hello Dolly. Louis' last film in 1969 by the same name. he died in New York City on July 6, 1971.
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#2983 

Coleman Hawkins
	Coleman Randolph Hawkins was born on November 21, 1904 in St. Joseph, Missouri. He is considered to be the Father of the Tenor Saxophone. Coleman's mother was musically inclined and she began teaching him to play the piano when he was just five years old. Coleman learned to play the cello at age seven and he began playing tenor saxophone at age nine.  Coleman studied music at Washburn College in Topeka, Kansas and pioneered the Solo Saxophone. He formed his own band and recorded his first top of the charts hit, Body and Soul in 1939. The band broke up in 1940 and for the rest of his career Coleman played primarily as a solo artist. Coleman Hawkins began drinking heavily in the mid sixties. He died of liver disease on May 19, 1969 in New York, New York. 
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#2985 

James P Johnson
	Jazz Musicians Cont.

James Price Johnson was born on February 1, 1894 in New Brunswick, New Jersey. One of America's most noted Jazz Artists, he was known as the King of the Stride Piano during the 1920s. His early music training included the study of classical techniques under an Italian piano instructor. James combined elements of ragtime, blues, popular music, ring-shout dance rhythms and his own inimitable style to create the first distinctive jazz piano style, Harlem Stride. His 1921 composition, Carolina Shout was the first recorded jazz piano solo. Both Bessie Smith and Ethel Waters used James as an accompanist. Duke Ellington and Fats Waller were both taught by James. During the 1940s James suffered several strokes but remained active. He suffered a major stroke in 1951 which forced his retirement. James P. Johnson died in New York city on November 17, 1955.
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#2986 

“Jelly Roll” Morton
	Ferdinand Joseph Morton was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on October 20, 1890. Jelly Roll was born to light complexioned Creole parents and he considered himself more white than black. Ferdinand grew up in a musical family; both his father and stepfather were professional trombone players. Jelly Roll learned to play the guitar at the age of six, but his real love was the piano and by the age of 12 he was playing piano in the Storyville Bordellos, (a New Orleans district).  Jelly Roll was one of the very first giants of Jazz, however his own excesses had sabotaged his career. His bragging and arrogant manner made it hard to get good side men to play for him and his fast life style was also a detriment. He managed his career poorly throughout his entire life and made very few close friends. It wasn't until after Jelly Roll's death that he gained the recognition he sought so unsuccessfully during his lifetime. He is recognized today as a great musical innovator and many Jazz pianists cite his influence on their style and approach.
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#2987 

Charlie Parker
	Charles "Bird" Parker Jr. was born in Kansas City, Missouri on August 29, 1920. Charlie is considered the greatest jazz saxophonist that ever lived and he was the founding father of Bebop. Charlie Parker charged onto the national scene at a time of tension. It was the 1940s, World War II was raging and nothing seemed certain. The time was just right for saxophonist whose energy and originality would turn jazz upside-down. Parker was one of the most influential artists of the 20th century. More than any of his contemporaries, he was responsible for catapulting jazz into the realm of art. His dexterity on the alto saxophone has never been equaled, and musicians and scholars still marvel at his harmonic and melodic gifts. Since his demise, death by self-abuse has become a recurring theme among the artistically talented. The rock world alone has produced numerous examples of stars who burned out early, Parker began to lose the battle with his longstanding drug problem. After years of abusing his health, he was unable to save himself. After his death on March 12, 1955, at the age of 34, newspapers cited the cause as a heart attack or pneumonia.
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#2988 

Eubie Blake
	James Hubert Blake was born in Baltimore, Maryland on February 7, 1883. His parents, John and Emily Black were both former slaves. Eubie started taking Organ lessons at the age of six and by the time he was sixteen he was playing professionally in Baltimore saloons and bordellos. He wrote Charleston Rag in 1899. Eubie toured USO shows with his band during World War II. He began studying formal music composition in 1946 earning a degree from New York University. Although largely inactive during the fifties, Eubie made a few appearances in Ragtime Revivals. Eubie remained a forgotten unknown until 1969, when at the age of 86, he recorded a double album called The Eighty-Six Years of Eubie Blake. Eubie's popularity soared and he was much in demand at Jazz festivals and concerts. Eubie also lectured at colleges across the country. He formed his own recording company in 1972. Eubie was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1981. Eubie continued to perform until he was 98 years old. He died on February 12, 1983 at the age of One Hundred (and 5 days) in New York City.
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Thanks to the American Philatelic Society, Inc. for this Black Heritage Word Search Puzzle.
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