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Published by: JP Cohen Publishing & JP Cohen Enterprises © Copyright 2011.

The USA 1851 (1851-57 Issue) stamp image copyrights: The image is in the public domain in the United States
because it is a work of the United States Federal Government under the terms of Title 17, Chapter 1, and Section
105 of the US Code. See Copyright. Note: This only applies to works of the Federal Government and not to the work
of any individual U.S. state, territory, commonwealth, county, municipality, or any other subdivision. This template
also does not apply to postage stamp designs published by the United States Postal Service since 1978. (See
206.02(b) of Compendium II: Copyright Office Practices).

Please note that many scholars within the philatelic community are credited for the research and documentation
found within this presentation. | am merely a scholar and researcher reporting on their years of hard work and
dedication to the advancement and the study of Philatelic history. | have made an effort to credit key research
advancements to individuals and organizations where known by myself or when provided by others (see References
sited). | have also included a listing or evidence, specimens, archives, collections or other material that have been
helpful or inspirational to the research conducted for this archive. | have also created exhibits for future scholars to
enjoy in their studies of 1851 3¢ Washington Issue that are found at the end of this presentation and the
accompanying CD (also available in digital format).

About JP Cohen Publishing:

We are a Richmond Virginia based small business, a proprietorship owned and operated by J. P Cohen Jr. consisting

of two primary business di viceft maded tphraotd upbidatslistfaadcModel 'rainand s el
Hobbyists. J P Cohen Enterprises is our fdMopgredd uatas ndndiliBi
Publ i shing which is currently focusing on our f#APhilatelico p

Stamp collecting can be a captivating and engaging recreational pastime.
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The U.S. 3postageStamp of 185161

The 3¢ Washington postage stamp of 1852-61, printed by
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. is the most commonly found
stamp from the series. This archive uses my personal collection
as reference material; however, when examples are not readily
available other collection material is referenced. All credit to
those collections, images, text copy remain that of their
respective owners and we stake no claim to their work, copy right
or ownership in any way. They are only included for study and
educational references.
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It is estimated that over one billion 1851 3¢ Washington stamps were printed during its 10 year life.
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3¢ Washington of 1851

Engravers - Vignette: Joseph I. Pease
Frame (geometric lathe): Cyrus Durand
Lettering: Henry Earle

Year us EDU No. Issued Perf Printer Color - Plates Type Dgiszlgn Usage
1851 - 7/1/51(FD) None TCC orange brown; plates 1E;1i | zenxrfs
est. 20 million b 1E, 1i, 2E, 5E, 0 20x25 | Theth id
orange brown;1E, 1i, 2E, 5E, X e three cent stamp pai
1851 71I51(FD) None Tcc printed on both sides known 1 mm the single letter rate for
dull red; claret; rose red, orange 20X 25 letters tra\_/lellng lﬁsit.han
1855 11 | 3/28/1855 - None | TCC red, plum; brownish carmine; I 3000 miles, which is
340 million stamps pinkish; plates 4, 6, 7, 8 mm essentially the entire U.S.
were issued that — — except letters traveling from
would now be dull red; brownish carmine; claret; the East to West coasts. The
1857 11 10/6/1851 | assignedas US 11 | T rose red; orange red; experimental | |, | 20x25 | fee for coast-to-coast mail
85 0/6/185 one cc orange; plates 1L, 2L, 3, 5L mm was 6¢ and it is perhaps odd
double impression known that no 6¢ stamp was
rose; rose red, claret, dull red issued, although there was a
1857 25 | 2/28/1857 39 million 15% | Tcc plates 4, 6,7, 8 I 2(:“me5 6¢ stamped envelope. This
vertical pair imperf. horiz. known fee was often paid using two
4 d dull red 20%25 3¢ stamps. Bisects are
rose; rose red, claret, dull re: X known.
1857 25 4/15/1857 15% TCC plates 2L, 3, 5L I mm
dull red, red, rose, brownish 20 X 25
1857 26 9/14/1857 550 million 15% TCC  carmine, claret, orange brown, plum| Il mm
plates 9, 12-28
o dull red, rose, brownish carmine; 20x 25
1857 26 7/11/1857 33 million 15% TCC claret; plates 10, 11 \2 mm The 3¢ reprint was
never valid for postage.
It is easily identifiable
by its gauge 12
1875 41 - 479 12 - Continental scarlet - reprint || 20x25 perforations and its
mm scarlet color. Special
Printings.
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Varieties of 1851 -57 issue

Printing Information

1853-1857 GEORGE WASHINGTON ISSUE

e: Joseph |. Pease, Frame (geometric lathe): Cyrus Durand, Lettering: Henry Earle

July 1,1851
George Washington Issue, Three Cents
Type | Printing
Colors: Orange Brown, Copper Brown
Plates 1E;1i
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Imperforate
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear Co, Philadelphia
United States 10

July 1,1851
George Washington Issue, Three Cents
Type Il Printing
Colors: Orange Brown
Plates: 1E, 1i, 2E, 5E, 0
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Imperforate
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear Co, Philadelphia
United States 10A

October 4,1851
George Washington Issue, Three Cents
Type | Printing
Colors: Dull Red, Claret; Rose Red, Orange Red, Plum, Brownish Carmine; Pinkish
Plates: 4, 6,7, 8
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Imperforate
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear Co, Philadelphia
United States 11

October 4,1851
George Washington Issue, Three Cents
Type Il Printing
Colors: Dull Red, Brownish Carmine, Claret, Rose Red, Orange Red, Experimental
Orange
Plates: 1L, 2L, 3, 5L
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Imperforate
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear Co, Philadelphia
United States 11A

February 28,1857
George Washington Definitive, Three Cents
Type | Printing
Colors: Rose, Rose Red, Claret, Dull Red
Plates: 4, 6, 7, 8
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Perforated 15.5 x 15.5
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter and Co, Philadelphia
United States 25

February 28,1857
George Washington Definitive, Three Cents
Type Il Printing
Colors: Rose, Rose Red, Claret, Dull Red
Plates: 2L, 3, 5L
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Perforated 15.5 x 15.5
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter and Co, Philadelphia
United States 25A, imperforate vertically

The 1851 3¢ Washington Issue
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6. POSTAGF September 14,1857

: 3 George Washington Definitive, Three Cents

Type HlI Printing

Colors: Dull Red, Dull Red, Red, Rose, Brownish Carmine, Claret, Orange Brown, Plum
Plates: 9, 12-28

White Wove Un-watermarked Paper

Perforated 15.5 x 15.5

Engraved Printing

Toppan, Carpenter and Co, Philadelphia

United States 26

June 26,1857
George Washington Definitive, Three Cents
Type IV Printing
Colors: Dull Red, Rose, Brownish Carmine; Claret
Plates: 10, 11
White Wove Un-watermarked Paper
Perforated 15.5 x 15.5
Engraved Printing
Toppan, Carpenter and Co, Philadelphia
United States 26A

May 10, 1876 (Philadelphia)
George Washington Commemorative, Three Cents
1876 Centennial Exposition (not valid postage)
Reprints Printing
Color: Scarlet
White Un-watermarked Paper, No Gum
Perforated 12 x 12
: Engraved Printing
IR CRNT N Continental Bank Note Company
United States 41

#26a tied by "I. FIELD P.M." postmaster name killer cancelation on piece.

The 1851 3¢ Washington Issue
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Philately (the art of stamp collecting)

Philately is one of the world's most popular hobbies. Philately is the study and collection
of stamps and postal history and other related items. Most define their collection based
on regular postage stamps that are issued by postal service agencies around the globe.
Yet others collect special-use issues some of which are unrelated to postal service
administrations. Philately involves more than just collecting stamps. It is possible to be a
philatelist without owning any stamps. For instance, the stamps being studied may be
very rare, or exist only in museums. With access to the Internet you can even assemble
virtual collections and exhibits.

Collectors organize their exhibits around personal interests and specialized topics
(Thematic philately). Philatelic organizations sprang up soon after people started
collecting and studying stamps, where collectors come together to share their hobby.
They include local, national and international clubs and societies, organizations,
exhibition events, a library of publications and numerous websites. In fact one can safely
assume that every imprinted stamp genuine, Cinderella or forgery has a collector.

As more governments issued stamps and mail moved
within and among countries postal historians emerged; this
specialty is cal |l ed i pos tRostal History t
concentrates on the use of stamps on mail. It includes the
study of postmarks, post offices, postal authorities, postal
rates and regulations and the process by which letters are
moved from sender to recipient, a broad-based study of
the physical mail, basically anything to do with the
collection, transportation and delivery of domestic mail.
Each facet of collecting has given birth to the specialist
collector.

This writing will focus on quite possibly the single most collected U.S. stamp. We will
expand the work and study of others, adding to the volume of information for the

specialist collector of the 1851 3¢ Washingtoni ssue and i Thié bookviaar i

study and body of exhibits intended for the specialist collector, platter and exhibitor of
this popular issue. | wish to acknowledge those scholars, collectors, dealers and
historians who came before me with their studies; notably | acknowledge the life-long
studies of Dr. Carroll Chase. Others who inspire and contribute include Hubert Skinner,
Wiiliam McDaniel, Wilbur Amonette, Wilson Hume, Jerome Wagshal, Stanley M. Philler
and Richard Celler. We continue in their examples to study, educate and share for the
mutual benefit of all Philatelists.

The 1851 3¢ Washington Issue
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History z Background of Postage Stamps

Postal services began in the first half of the 17th century serving the first American
colonies. In the colonies, informal independently-run postal routes began in Boston as
early as 1639, with Boston to New York City service starting in 1672. The mail was slow,
unreliable, limited in destinations available for service and the rates were so expensive
that many could not afford to receive letters. The prevailing customs mandated that the
recipient pay the charges because he was receiving news and information from afar.

On March 3, 1845, Congress passed, and
President Polk approved, a postal reform
act that reduced the fees for pre-paid letter
rates. This permitted local postmaster to
prepare and issue adhesive stamps valid
only at their own locality. However, their
successful usage lead Congress to
authorize the Postmaster General to solicit
the printing of adhesive postal stamps just
two years after the 1845 reform act. The
| awds effecti vandttieaPos

July 1, 1851 Southampton, Mass to Office acted immediately to secure a
Waterbury, Vt. paid with newly issued (3c) stamp. contract with Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and
(the new partner) Edson, so that stamps could be distributed by that date. Two stamps
were issued, a 5¢ Ben Franklin that is based on a painting by Joseph S. Duplessis and
10¢ George Washington (Scott #1 and #2) is based on the iconic image painted by
Gilbert Stuart (see below) to pre-pay for postal service at the prevailing rates. However
prepayment was still not required and nearly two million letters and newspapers
remained unclaimed every year, because the custom of payment by the recipient still
prevailed. Thus the post office handled and carried these parcels without reimbursement.

In 1775, when Benjamin Franklin was
appointed the first Postmaster General, the
U.S. Post Office was born. So important was
the Postmaster General that in 1829 this
position was included among those in the
President's Cabinet.

The Duplessis portrai
iconic image of Washington were chosen for
the first General Issue.

The 1851 3¢ Washington Issue
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The 1851 Issues

The Postal Act of March 3 1851 (effective July 1) was revised by Congress during the
Fillmore administration altering the rate structure for letters drastically. The rate for
prepaid letters was lowered by 40%, and the 5¢ rate remained unchanged if the letter
was sent unpaid and the postage to be collected from the recipient. This established a
heavy penalty for sending a letter unpaid. This set the base rate of 1¢ for newspapers
and circulars, 1¢ for drop letters and carrier fees, 3¢ for domestic letters sent up to 3,000
miles and 6¢ for letters sent over 3,000
miles. Prepayment by stamps or stamped
envelopes was not compulsory until 1855,
but the convenience of stamps and
reduction in rates led to a rapid increase
in stamp use and popularity. This was
exactly what the new law was trying to

% e o
g'f y: gccomplish. questic letter  writing
s increased, business correspondence
GEOKGE P. BURNHAM AND R. B. FITTS, EDITORS. flourished and stationary sales boomed.
These rate changes required new

The Cheap Postage Law.

Thanks to the late Congress, we shall soon be
in the enjoyment of the benefits of really ‘“cheap
postage.”* The law passed at the last hour of the
session just terminated, will go into operation with
the commencement of the approaching new fiscal
year, July lst, 1851. Leuters of half an ounce, or
1css, can, after that time, be sent any distance less
than. three thousand miles, if prepaid, for three

adhesive postage stamps for the new
denominations to be issued. During this
time frame we also see several innovative
trial experimental postal cancelation
methods and devices utilized for marking
letters. They were often tested or

cents; if not paid, for five cents.

This is an approach to the ““penny postage” sys-
tem, which will be in vogue in this country before |
many years more have passed. For letters which |
are sent over 3000 miles, the rates above noted are
doubled. The following rates are those finally
agreed upon, for newspapers and pamphlets.

The American Union, March 1851

introduced at New York post offices due
to their high volumes of mail. The New
York postal workers were often receptive
to establish labor and time saving
methods and were ready for testing and
integrating these devices into daily use. At
that time, only the 5¢ and 10¢ denominations were available, so a 3¢ stamp was
required to accommodate the rate reduction. | t 6 s pr i mar y iforthe prel
payment of a half once domestic letter sent up to 3,000 miles. The adhesive postmaster
provisional, 5¢ and 10¢ postal stamp issues of 1847 were printed by NY printer Rawdon,
Wright, Hatch & Edison. However, after accepting proposals from eight known contract
hopefuls, the final design was awarded to Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Company
(Charles Toppan, Samuel H. Carpenter, John W. Casilear) their headquarters was
located in Philadelphia, leading bank note engravers of American currency. Three stamp
values at the rates of 1¢, 3¢ and 12¢ denominations were initially contracted. An essay

10
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for a 6¢ value was also in the proposal, however it was never authorized for issue. At a
later date in time the 5¢ (1856) and 10¢ (1855) denominations were included as part of
the 1851 series. Today the 1851 3¢ postage stamp issue is classified and cataloged as
two issues, Scott numbers 10 and 11. The 1857 3¢ postage stamp issue is classified and
cataloged as three issues, Scott numbers 25. 26 and 41. The 3¢ stamp also has sub-
variety design differences (in the reliefs) known as Scott numbers 10a, 11a, and 26a
respectfully. The 3¢ issue has different color shades created by the intentional
modifications to the printing inks. When everything is taken into account and applied you
have a "specialized collector" with the largest amount of stamps available within their
topic; a selection that is second-to-none in the philatelic arena especially when you
consider that it is constrained to a single country. The 1851-57 3¢ stamp is perhaps the
most popular individual stamp ever collected. The chapters of this book will attest to the
vast study and research conducted by prior scholars and to the extent they have devoted
a life-time of study to this single issue. | am thankful for their commitments to the study of
this issue and | am proud to be among their company when | am called a 3¢ enthusiast
and scholar. Without their dedication and achievements this book would not exist.

NEWARK, N.J., TUESDAY EVENING, JULY 1, 1851
£ The new postage law goes into operation to-day.
The Post Master in this city is prepared to furnish
stamps in large or small amounts, of one, three and
twelve cents each ; the first intended for drop letters, or
letters not intended for transmission, but for delivery
only. The second, for letters weighing ¢ aneounce or
under ; being such as are written upon a sheet of ordi-
nary letter paper, and which under that stamp may be
transmitted any distance not exceeding 3000 miles.—
The third is for quadruple letters, under the same reguo-
lation as to distance. We have heretofore published
“the act of Congress entire, with the construction of, and
i the regulations under it, by the Post Master General.

Daily Advertiser, Newark, New Jersey July 1, 1851

“ Regulations Concerning Postage Stamps.”

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, )
Juxz 10, 1851. S

To facilitate the pre-payment of postages upon letters and packages. postage stamps of the following de-
nominations are provided and furnished by the Postmaster General, pursuant to the 3d section of the * act
to reduce and modify the rates of postage in the United States, and for other purposes,” approved 3d March,
1851, viz:

No. 1, Printed in black. representing the head of Washington, of the denomination of twelve cents.

No. 2, Printed in red, representing the head of Washington in profile, of the denomination of three cents.

No. 3, Printed in blue, representing the head of Franklin in profile, of the denomination of one cent.

These stamps will be furnished to one or more of the principal postmasters in each county, who wiil be re-
quired fo supply the other postmasters in their respective vicinities, upon being paid for the amounts furnished.

June 10, 1851 Post Office Department announcement of new 12c¢, 3c, and 1c stamps

11
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Inspiration for the Design

The 3¢ 1851-57 design depicts a bust of
George Washington facing left, his hair tied
back and his shoulders draped with a
Roman toga. This engraved image of
Washington was based on one of the
sculptures by Jean-Antoine Houdon, a
French neocl assical
portrait sculpture of Washington was the
result of an invitation by his comrade
Benjamin Franklin to cross the Atlantic
specifically to visit Mount Vernon, so that
Washington could model for him. (Houdon is
famous for his portrait busts and statues.) In
1785, Franklin's invitation came into fruition
and Washington sat for Houdon, who
sculpted wet clay life models and cast a
plaster mask of his face. The models and
casting served many craftsman in their
commissions of Washington for print
illustrations. The illustrations were used on
numerous postage stamps, bank notes,
bonds, company stocks, letter heads and other early American ephemera. The printers
who produced early postage recycled the same illustrations they used on the stamps,
often altered slightly or exactly as issued on the stamps, to produce finely crafted
commission documents for many years. They were considered valuable company assets
that were transitioned with other company property when the printer businesses were
sold or merged. There is a historical evidence that a successful independent printer
could build upon his reputation from the profitable government printing commissions he
fulfilled for the State and federal agencies, and
later merge to become a new partner in the power
house printing companies that emerged. Postage
and bank note printing was valued aggressively
sought after. Historical documentation shows that
American printers are among the first practitioners
to solicited the aide of their government officials,
for recommendations and to gain favor for winning
bids and government commissions.

F Pictured at right is Jean-Antoine Houdon's life-size
.~ marble statue of George Washington in the
- - rotunda of the Virginia State Capitol.

12
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Houdon's bust sketch of Washington
George Washington6 $1732-1799) from bust by Jean-Antoine Houdon. Source: Benson

John Lossing, ed. Harper's Encyclopedia of United States History (vol. 10) New York:
Harper and Brothers, 1912.

Life Mask of George Washington by Jean-Antoine Houdon, plaster, October 1785

The above life-size plaster mask was created fromaplast er moul d of Washin
It is hence a an absolute and flawless likeness of the president, except for the eyes. The

eyes have obviously been modified, because it must be assumed that Wa s hi
eyes were closed during the construction of the plaster mould.

A majority of the postage stamps designed and issued during the late 19th early 20th
centuries, that feature profile images George Washington are thought to be modeled
after a bust carved by the prominent sculptor Jean-Antoine Houdon. In fact, several
stamp engravers of these presidential profile portraits have admittedly used Houdon's
sculptures as representative comparisons for their engravings.

13
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The 3¢1851-57 Types

U.S. Specialized Catalogue, the 3¢ 1851-57 types are reclassified as follows:

Type 10 outer frame line on all four sides; outer frame lines at sides always recut, but
inner lines along tessellated lathe work are not recut.

Type | stamps:

Scott 10, Imperforate, Orange Brown (Plates 1E, 1i)

Scott 11, Imperforate, Dull Red shades (Plates 4, 6, 7, 8)

Scott 25, Perforated, Rose shades (Plates 4, 6, 7, 8)

Type 110 outer frame lines on all four sides; outer frame lines at sides always recut
and inner lines along tessellated lathe work are recut.

Type Il stamps:

Scott 10A, Imperforate, Orange Brown (Plates 1E, 1i, 2E, 5E, 0)

Scott 11A, Imperforate, Dull Red shades (Plates 1L, 2L, 3, 5L)

Scott 25A, Perforated, Rose shades (Plates 2L, 3, 5L)

Type llId no outer frame lines at top or bottom; outer frame lines at sides recut so as
to be continuous from the top to bottom of plate. All Type Il stamps were issued with
perforations.

Type Il stamps:

Scott 26, Perforated, Dull Red shades (Plates 9, 12-28)

Type VA no outer frame lines at top or bottom; outer frame lines at sides recut
individually

on each subject and extend only to the top and bottom of the stamp design.

Type IV stamps come only from Plates 10 and 11 (three states each), and these plates
produced only Type IV stamps with perforations.

Type IV stamps:

Scott 26A, Perforated, Dull Red shades (Plates 10E, 10i, 10L, 11E, 11i, 11L)

The myriad transfer and recutting varieties found on the 3¢ 1851-57 plates were summarized in a very
usef ul article, i T h e-1861h Coadensdd @lating | I nsf souremaotfi 0Iln8,501 by Wi | | i «
McDaniel (Chronicle 77, pages 13-22, available in digitized format at www.uspcs.org).

14
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Color variants dated by Philadelphia cancelations

1851 Orange Brown with a blue The Experimental Orange The early plate state (plate 1L 1852 Brownish Carmine (more

Philadelphia CDS dated to Brown shade December 1851 impression) and Blue brown) with a medium blue
about September 1851. usage. Philadelphia cancel January Philadelphia CDS.
1852.

The Yellow Brown shade is Odd stamp color, possibly a Excellent strike of the blue 1852 Brownish Carmine from
most commonly known from  Yellow Brown Claret mix, with a Philadelphia CDS on an April, plate 1L with worn plate
1857, w/ Blue Philadelphia CDS very dark blue Philadelphia 1853 Dull Red impression. characteristics w/ recutting in

confirms this as the less CDS dated August 1852. the upper right corner The late

common 1852 variety. plate state Nov 1, 1853 usage.

Combination of a plate 1L

, , , Sans serif lettering first The Black Philadelphia cDs Narrow-lettering example of the
impression (72L_1L) and a bright appeared in the month portion  started January 14th, 1854. sans-serif month _Ietterl_ng. This
blue Phlladglphla cancel places Philadelphia cancels in late The wide sans serif month stamp was printed in the
the use_of this fresh Orange Red 1853 \worn plate (92R1L) lettering, places this usage in Orange Red shade from a worn
stamp in late December, 1853. impression dating to December 1854, only about nine days plate, and probably was used in
15, 1853. after the black CDS ink was in July, 1854.
use.
15
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This is the Yellowish Rose Red This is a deeper variety of the A plate 4 impression with a  Another plate 4 1856 Brownish
pale and yellowish shade, Yellowish Rose Red/pale and Carmine impression (this is the
more brown variety used in
December 1856.

black Philadelphia cancel
yellowish shade, probably used Brownish Carmine stamp in the

in 1856. 1856 period.

probably used in 1856.

Color Identification Chart

APt G
n

i

Bright Rose Red Rose Red Dull Red (#11) . " Yellow Rose-Red
Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L, and Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L, Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L, Printed from Plates: 4, 5L, 6,
3 and 3 and 3

Mar 1853 - Jan 1855

7,and 8

Mar 1853 - Jan 1855 Oct 1852 - Dec 1853 Nov 1855 - Jan 1856

]

Brownish Carmine
Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L, and
3(1851-1852), 2L, 3, 4, 5L, 6,

7,8 (1856 - 1857)

Nov 1851 - Nov 1852, Jul 1856
- Dec 1856, and Jul 1857 - Dec
1857

Brownish Claret Brown Brownish Orange Brown

Yellow Brown
Copper Brown Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L,
and 3 (1852), 2L, 3, 4, 5L, 6,
7, 8(1856 - 1857)

16
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Printed from Plates: 1L, 2L, and Deep Claret Purplish Claret
3(1851 - 1852), 2L, 3, 4, 5L, 6, Printed from Plates: 2L, 3, 4, Printed from Plates: 2L, 3, 4,
7, 8 (1856 - 1857) 5L, 6,7, and 8 5L, 6,7, and 8
Nov 1851 - Dec 1852 and Oct 1857 1857

1856 - Jun 1857

Plum

Plum (scarce)
Printed from Plates: 2L,
3,and 4
1857

Orange Browns

BN
Orange Brown Experimental Orange Brown
Printed from Plates: 0, 1e, 1i, per 9 .
Printed from Plate: 1L
2e, and 5e Oct - Nov 1851
Jul - Dec 1851
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Demonetization

The contract with Toppan, Carpenter & Co. for 1851 issue expired on June 30, 1861.
The Federal government placed advertisements and invited new bids for a replacement
contract. The National Bank Note Company was the successful bidder, however they
unable to begin distributing the new stamps until late August. As a stop gap, Toppan,
Carpenter & Co. continued to supply stamps to the government without a contract.

When the Civil War broke out in the month of April 1961, the Postmaster General of the
United States was concerned about large quantities of stamps that remained and the
1851 3¢ issue was subsequently demonetized by the US Federal government to ensure
that the succeeded Confederate States could not use or sell them. They could cause
havoc on the local economies and worse yet produce money for the confederate States.
The Confederate States on April 13" followed coarse and effective June 1, 1861 forbid
the use of any United States postage stamps and also raised the 3¢ letter rate to an
incredibly high 5¢ letter rate. The new United States 1861 issue were distributed to
selected cities as supplies became available; an exchange of the old stamps for the new
ones was adopted as an initial distribution plan. When the new stamps were received at
a post office the postmaster advertised in a local paper allowing the public six days in
which to make the exchange for the new stamps. After that time, the old stamps would
no Ionger be accepted for postage There is evidence of considerable confusion by the
: - e . public and among postmasters in the
North, it happens that many times after
demonetization of 1861 that stamps from
the 1857 issue did postal duty without any
postage due being charged. This is
evident today from the postal history
covers that still exist documenting the
miss-haps in three known sections of the
northern country. Attempted uses after
northern demonetization crated the need
: . for explanatory markings, the most noted
in the Northern postal systems isthehand-st amped i nscri bed & two |
STAMPS/NOT RECOGNIZEDO seen exclusively in black ink except for Chicago lllinois
were they are also found in blue ink. The same phrase is also found in hand written
(scriptythephr ase ADue 3 old stampo or ADue 6 ol d s

The South also had to address improper usage post demonetization. The cover
illustrates the use of a hand-stamp that was struck over the CDS duplex cancel on June
14,1861 readingiit SOUTHN L ETT B&RThigWaR grdcessed by the postmaster a
mere 14 days after the U.S. Post Office Department had suspended mail service to the
seceded states. The prior postage stamp was ignored and the addressee paid 3¢ in cash
to receive it. The cover has a Scott #26, 3¢ Dull Red, Ty. Ill and two first printings of the
New Orleans LA. 5c¢ stamps (brown on white 62X3) from positions 39-40. The stamps
are affixed to cover the Southern postage allaret i ed by FANew Or | #dans La
(1861) CDS along with pencil lines on blue folded letter containing a partial printed notice
from Octave de Armas, dated June 14, 1861, and addressed to James Lester in
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Eddyville, Kentucky. It was received at Louisville between June 17 and 25, released on

June 25 without Louisville date stamp. It has a full clear strike of # SOU T HENTER
UNPAID.0two-line hand stamp in blue ink wi t h mat chi nghtfinb tyiBg tlf®0 st r ¢
5c pair. Used within the first week of issue (for the 5¢ pair). Only one other such
combination is recorder. The cover was listed in Siegel sale 988 as lot 32 with an

estimated price of $100,000-150,000. A rare example of late usage and early
confederate postal history. (More examples can be found in our Exhibits at the end of the

book and our companion CD.)The United States 3¢ 1857 issue hence forth became

worthless for postage in both the North and South postal systems.

The following pages are sample extracts from our CD Exhibits, they are not part of the
printed book. They will be released with the book publication.

NOTES:
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Expandingnto other related artifacts

So, a reasonable question to ask is fHow do we logically expand our studies and collectiond® We
could include other printed items comprising the Washington Vignette image. Such as; Revenue
stamped paper, numismatic objects, Cinderella & Specimen stamps and Ephemera printed by
Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co, other considerations can include the printers who submitted
Essays and printed proofs or simply another printer from the 1851 timeline. To maintain integrity

to these expanded artifacts we s houl d s-enhosbmet fiei act ual i ssued

Washington vignette image, the printers associated to the bid, something that can tie the artifacts
to the main body of stamps within the collection/exhibits. Keep an open mind and your eyes
attuned into the numismatic world, Corporate America offers Bonds, Stock Certificates,
Letterheads and other stationary with Quality imprints from these printers, there are
opportunities abound to find all types of items with these tie-in characteristics mentioned. that
would only be limited by our imaginations and budget, however it's n o t i mited
postal artifacts expand your mind and you can expand your collection.

Top st Carpentmary Co UJ\NK\.‘TC”E EN
v PRI

i8}

In 1861, the printing contract wamvarded to the National Bank Note Company. They continued to imprint each

plate, but their imprints appeared in the top and bottom margins, as well as in the side margins
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Reference Materials

Frajola site contains Online philatelic information - http://www.rfrajola.com/mercury
o The PhilaMercury Project - Census Site - http://www.rfrajola.com/index.htm
Robert Siegel Auctions - Catalogs, postal writings -
0 - past auctions in .pdf format
o Rarities Sales Archive - http://www.siegelauctions.com/rarities.php
o0  Siegel Encyclopedia - http://www.siegelauctions.com/enc.php
o  Exhibits - http://www.siegelauctions.com/exhibit.php
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society - Classics Society, a great resource for research on classic U.S. stamps. Publishes The

Chronicle, a quarterly publication - http://uspcs.org/
Rarity Revealed: The Benjamin K. Miller Stamp Collection - by Scott R. Trepel , SMI, lllustrated by 400 color photos,
contributing author, Ken Lawrence.
"The 3¢ Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue” by Carroll Chase, 1929, 1942 & 1975 Editions
"The Three Cent United States Stamp of the Issue 1851" by Carroll Chase, M.D., APS Handbook, Boston, 1909.
"1851-1857 U.S. Issues", National Philatelic Museum, Volume Ill, Number 3, Philadelphia, 1951

o] Benjamin K. Miller Collection
"The U.S. 3¢ 1857 Issue", by Robert R. Hegland, Exhibition Photocopy, USPCS, 1988.
"The Perforation Centennial 1857-1957", Sponsored by The 3¢ 1851-57 Unit of the APS, National Philatelic Museum,
Philadelphia, 1957.
"Postal Markings of the United States 1847-1851",by Mannel Hahn, Postal Markings Handbook No. 1, Chicago, 1938.
"United States Postal Markings and Related Mail Services 1851-1861", by Tracy W. Simpson, Sponsored by The 3¢ 1851-
'60 Unit ,
No. 11 of the APS, 1959 (with 1959 Pricing Pamphlet, 1959-1966 Addenda & Corrigenda).
"U.S. Postal Markings 1851-1861" Simpson's new
"United States Cancellations 1845-1869", by Hubert C. Skinner & Amos Eno, APS Handbook Series, 1980.
"U.S. Postmarks and Cancellations", by Scott R. Trepel, The Philatelic Foundation Seminar Series Textbook No. 3, 19920©.
"The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Vol I-1lI" by Lester G. Brookman.
"The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861" by Mortimer L. Neinken, Revision of Volume | of Ashbrook,
Sponsored by the USPCS, 1972.

Bibliography and suggested additional reading

The Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, Volume 1, by Lester Brookman (1966)

The 1851 Issue of United States Stamps, Sesquicentennial Retrospective

Hubert Skinner, Charles Peterson editors (USPCS 2006)

The 2011 Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers, Scott Publishing Co. 2010

United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1847 to GPU-UPU, by Charles J. Starnes

The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, by Stanley Ashbrook 2 volumes (1938)

The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1861, by Mortimer Neinken (1972)

The Three Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, by Dr. Carroll Chase (Quarterman Reprint 1975)

The United States 3c Issue of 1851-1861: A Progress Report, by T. J. Alexander (39th Am. Philatelic Congress 1973)
The U.S. Five Cent Stamp of 1856: The Frederick R. Mayer Collection, by Richard C. Frajola & Frederick R. Mayer (2005)
The United States 5¢ Stamps of 1856-1861, by Henry Hill

The United States Ten Cent Stamp of 1855-1857, by Stanley Ashbrook (1936)

The United States Ten Cent Stamp of 1855-1859, by Mortimer Neinken (1960)

United States Twelve Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, by Stanley Ashbrook (1926)

The United States Twelve Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, by Mortimer Neinken (1964)

Plate Varieties of the United States Twenty-four Cent 1860, by Elliott Perry (17th Am. Philatelic Congress 1951)

Design dimensions

The Postage Stamps of the United States, John Luff (1902 and 1937)

Colors

The Encyclopedia of the Colors of United States Postage Stamps - Volume 1 Issues of 1847-1868, by Roy H. White (1981)
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Postal History

United States Letter Rates to Foreign Destinations 1847 to GPU-UPU, by Charles J. Starnes
The U.S. Five Cent Stamp of 1856: The Frederick R. Mayer Collection, by Richard C. Frajola & Frederick R. Mayer (2005)
History of Letter Post Communication between the United States and Europe, by George E. Hargest

Plating

Notes on the plating of the 10¢ stamp were published by Elliott Perry in the Collector's Club Philatelist from 1924-1926.
Perry's plating of this stamp is considered one of the great milestones in the hobby.

Websites of interest to the 1851 collector

The Collectors Club Philatelist at www.collectorsclub.org

The Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issues at www.uspcs.org

The 1¢ Franklin Plating Archive by Richard Doporto

1851-61 1¢ Issue Identifier from the Ask Phil Resource Library

1851 One-Cent Franklin Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.

A Plating of the 3¢ Stamp of 1851-56 by Steven Ruecker

The US 5¢ stamp of 1856 by Frederick R. Mayer

The Five Cent Jefferson Stamp 1856-1861 by John P. Zuckerman and the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc.
The 10-cent Washington of 1851-1861 Arago, Alexander T. Haimann, National Postal Museum

Auctions

Cancellations And Covers Of The United States 3¢ 1861 Issue
Collectors Shop #110 - November 12, 1953

Edward S Knapp Collection - Philatelic Americana Part 2

Parke-Bernet - November 3-8, 1941

Fancy Cancel list - Net Price Sale # 3

George W. Hale Collection Of United States Fancy Cancellations, The
Siegel #171 - April 29, 19??

Outstanding Collection Of US Territorial Covers Formed by Herbert T Darlington
Paige - December 7, 1956

United States Specialized Collections: 1847 issue, 12¢ Black 1851-1857
3¢ Green Collection (W R Stewart)

Siegel #203 - October 7, 1957

United States Stamps, Covers And Specialized Cancellations

Fox - November 14-16, 1960

Publications on perforating

Bacon, E.D., and F.H. Napier, Grenada, to Which is Prefixed an Account of the Perforations of the Perkins Bacon Printed
Stamps of the British Colonies, London, England: Stanley Gibbons, Inc. 1898.

Boggs, Winthrop S. Early American Perforating Machines 1851-1857, New York, New York: Collectors Club of New York
1954,

Chase, Carroll, The 3¢ Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, Hammondsport, New York: J.O. Moore, Inc. 1929.
Hul me, Wil son, fAThe ThéChomideofthe §.6.fCkassiaRostal Isssies,0vol. 49, No. 2 (May 1997), pp.
95-120, and Vol. 49, No. 3 (August 1997), pp. 157-196.

Peterson, Charles and Hubert Skinner, The 1851 Issue of United States Stamps: a Sesquicentennial Retrospective, New
Orleans, Louisiana, 2006. Pages 138 i 169 contain a chapter by Hulme, Wilson, Unofficial Roulettes on the Three-Cent
Stamp of the United States 1851 Issue

Wiggins, W.R.D., The Postage Stamps of Great Britain, Part Two: Revised Edition The Perforated Line-Engraved Issues,
London, England: The Royal Philatelic Society London 1962, page 11.
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http://www.collectorsclub.org/
http://www.uspcs.org/
http://www.slingshotvenus.com/FranklinArchive/frnkln_archv_Main.html
http://www.askphil.org/ID/1851-01.htm
http://www.siegelauctions.com/enc/1c51.htm
http://www.stamps4collectors.com/info_pages/3cphotos.html
http://www.frmfoundation.org/USFiveCent_1856/index.php
http://www.uspcs.org/uspcs1851-61_05c.html
http://www.arago.si.edu/index.asp?cmd=1&con=1&tid=2027784

Exhibits

Entire Cover Exhibits

2) Postal History: Examples of postal History carried by the 1851-577 3¢ issue.
Many important and rare postal artifacts are presented in the following exhibit.
No other US stamp has contributed more to postal history then the 3¢
Washington.

BISECTS

#11, the 3¢ issue was very rarely bisected,
only about a dozen examples exist. The
bisects range from the stamp being cut by a
third (to represent 1c) to a being cut in half
(in those days there was a half cent coin to
pay for fractional costs).

#11, 1852 3¢ dull red, vertical bisect, tied by
light blue grid on top portion of an orange
cover with matching "Edwardsville", lll., Jan
25" CDS. Scott $5,000 for full cover.

Matthew Bennett sale 287, lot 1360 $880
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LARGE MULTIPLES

P s

#26, Imprint positions 45-50R plus 24 cent
paid stamp i November 20, 1860, Stockton
Maine. Addressed to Captain of the brig
Crimea at St. Thomas West Indies. The
Postmaster tore off the bottom portion of one
stamp and folded the remaining portion
before applying the date stamp. Apparent 10
underpayment of the 340 British open mail
rate through Havana. US retained 10c
(actually 9c, in this case) and credited GB
with 24c for transport.

¢ Dull Red, Ty. I, on buff cover addressed to
hn Btlhawmeston ,tRed bys o n ,
APhil adel phia PA. Nov. 3
stamp, docketed atleftA Spi r i t ual jteig
does not appear to match
writing and is probably in the hand of a prison
censor. Brown was captured on October 18 and
hanged on December 2, only two days after this was
posted. Est. $1,000 Siegel sale 995 lot 2299

#26, 3
fiJo

CIVALWAR EXPRESS COMP PANY

DELIVERED

#11, on addressed cover, Louisville, Kentucky
postmarks, dated 1861 when mail was no longer
delivered between the North and South after the
Civil War began. Express companies would instead
carry the mail across the lines. The three major
express companies were Adams Express, American
Letter Express, and Whiteside's Express. This
would continue for about two months before the
U.S. Post Office ordered an end to mail delivery to
the Confederate States, effective August 26, 1861.
Thereafter, mail had to be sent by Flag-of-Truce,
although express companies continued to do some
illegal business. U.S. Post Office, Smithsonian
National Postal Museum.
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Museum ID:  0.286977.10.1

#26, 3¢ George Washington, Union patriotic cover
with standing liberty and flag used from Westchester,
PA. Scott 26 cancelled with 7 bar circular grid, not
tied to cover.
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/Louisville_Kentucky_1861_cover+3c.jpg
http://arago.si.edu/index.asp?con=11&cmd=1&id=173057&img=1
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#11 on Patriotic cover (Weiss FR297) carried from
Cleveland to Buffalo on the non contract steamboat
Northern Light to receive the Name-of-Boat cachet
STR. NORTHERN LIGHT / LAKE SUPERIOR
LINE. / HANNA GARRETSON AND CO. /
CLEVELAND O. Jul 1, 1860 (Name-of-Boat cachet
Northern Light. Lake Superior Line) Cover
illustrated as Milgram 1015. Rare steam boat
usage. Phila Mercury database.
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#26, 3 cent 18560 on CSA patriotic campaign
cover. Obviously not a Confederate usage since
Missouri never officially left the Union. However, ¢
this cover demonstrates, it had no lack of
Confederate sympathizers. Signed Dietz.
(The PhilaMercury Projet)

#26, 1857 3¢ dull red, type Il, tied by Atlanta, Ga.,
Apr. 1861 CDS on all-over seven -star flag
Confederate patriotic envelope to Philadelphia, "Jas.
McPherson & Co., Booksellers and Stationers"
corner card, Estimate 5,000 - 7,500

Matthew Bennett sale 297, lot 3058 $5,750

#26, Confederate use, 7 star Confederate flag
patriotic. Confederate use of USc@nt stamp.
(The Philaviercury Project.)

SOUTHERN USE / OLD POSTAGE

NOT RECOGNIZED

#26, OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED marking
tied by black Sep 26 1862 Philadelphia Pa CDS, as
sender attempted to use an 1857 3-cent stamp for
the domestic postage. The 1861 1-cent for the
carrier fee was accepted. Cover rated DUE 3 from
the recipient.

Patrioti ¢ AOne Fl ag one Gove
and flag inside sunburst, the rays being labeled with
state abbreviations, including the southern states.
Envelope has a miss-registration of the red coloring;
published by Magee in Philadelphia. (The Phila
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